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Legal and Advocacy ServicesAn act relating to the jurisdiction
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Public Defender Agency

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES

This bill amends the juvenile delinquency statutes to broaden its jurisdiction to reach persons who are over 18 and no 
longer minors, but who are alleged to have committed a criminal offense or violation while a minor.  The Public 
Defender Agency's operations will be fiscally impacted because it will increase its caseload with offenses that are 
currently not prosecuted.  It is not possible to predict with any accuracy, however, the number of new cases that 
would be assigned to the Agency, that will be generated as a result of this broadened jurisdiction.  This bill also 
provides for a Delinquency Rule change to allow the court, upon the application of any party, to allow telephonic or 
televised participation of the minor at certain court hearings. This will also have a fiscal impact on PD operations 
because it will require the minor's appointed attorney to take additional time to travel to the minor to be present with 
the minor for these permitted telephonic proceedings to facilitate adequate representation of the minor.   For all of the 
above reasons an indeterminate note is submitted.  


